Duncan Grey, 100 Essential Lists for Teachers, Continuum

Most teachers’ lives are dominated by lists. From the names in registers, to exam entries, to the arbitrary advice we give students (“So there are 3 main points to remember”) we constantly sort and sift information.

Duncan Grey’s 100 Essential Lists for Teachers therefore ought to feel indispensable. It offers precisely what the title implies – lists that range from hints on making a worksheet to coping with epilepsy. There are personal lists (stress busters, hints on health), preparation lists (top teaching tips), and a range of other categories.

It’s this arbitrariness that is both the attraction and irritant of the book.  Some of the lists are genuinely thought-provoking and useful, such as the alternatives to copying out and emergency lessons with no equipment. 

But there’s also a haphazardness that occasionally intrudes. The list of “Books you’ll both approve of” misspells Jostein Gaardner’s name, gets the apostrophe wrong in There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom and prints the Harry Potter titles in the wrong order. I also found the teacher quotations at the foot of each page something of a distratction (“What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to the soul”, Joseph Addison).

Nevertheless it’s a treat to read an education book that is quirky and distinctive and, dare I say it, fun. So I’ll add it to my list of useful books for teachers.
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