Jean Ruddock and Julia Flutter, How to Improve Your School, Continuum, £16.99

It’s easy to sink under the weight of new books with titles containing words like “improve”, “transform” and “motivate”. It gets even tougher when so many books hark from the same stable. A few weeks back I reviewed Consulting Pupils: What’s in it for Schools? by Julia Flutter and Jean Ruddock (RoutledgeFalmer). This week it’s How to Improve Your School: Giving Pupils a Voice by Jean Ruddock and Julia Flutter. 

This is the first of a new series by Continuum, a publisher that is producing some impressively relevant resources for schools. The series aims to combine “practitioner and academic insights”, in other words to take indigestible university research and make it palatable for the classroom. This is welcome and overdue.

The title of this new book is misleading, however, if you don’t see the subtitle (which isn’t printed on the cover): it’s much more about “giving pupils a voice” than school improvement.

The authors convincingly demonstrate that young people today are not the young people of yesterday. They show the importance of consulting pupils on learning and teaching matters – for example, giving advice on primary/secondary transfer. They show how we can bring the citizenship agenda alive through remembering the pupils’ perspective.

But we’re left to infer how this will directly improve our schools, and the book is shorter on practical ideas than its RoutledgeFalmer counterpart. Its principles are important and undeniable, but schools also have a responsibility for resisting some of the values of a consumer society, the assumption that because children are growing up faster they are, by default, adults. I therefore had some reservations about parts of the thesis and would certainly have welcomed more practical guidance on implementing the proposals.
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