POETRY FUN!

This is a poem about looking at a Jaguar which is caged in a zoo. Read the poem through carefully and use the questions which follow to explore it in more detail. In your answers try to give examples from the poem to back up your ideas.

The Jaguar

The apes yawn and adore their fleas in the sun.

The parrots shriek as if they were on fire, or strut

Like cheap tarts to attract the stroller with the nut.

Fatigued with indolence, tiger and lion

Lie still as the sun. The boa-constrictor’s coil

Is a fossil. Cage after cage seems empty, or

Stinks of sleepers from the breathing straw.

It might be painted on a nursery wall.

But who runs like the rest past these arrives

At a cage where the crowd stands, stares, mesmerized,

As a child at a dream, at a jaguar hurrying enraged

Through prison darkness after the drills of his eyes

On a short fierce fuse. Not in boredom—

The eye satisfied to be blind in fire,

By the bang of blood in the brain deaf the ear—

He spins from the bars, but there’s no cage to him

More than to the visionary his cell:

His stride is wildernesses of freedom:

The world rolls under the long thrust of his heel.

Over the cage floor the horizons come.

Ted Hughes

Answers on A4 paper please …

1
Look at the first two verses. How can you tell that the animals are bored?

2
Look at the third verse onwards. How is the Jaguar different from the other animals in the zoo?

3
What a short paragraph describing what the writer admires about the jaguar

4
Look at the images below. Choose five and write down the picture you think the writer is trying to create. Write it like this: “image (b) makes the parrots seem like …”

image

a) shriek as if they were on fire

b) strut like cheap tarts

c) coil is a fossil

d) breathing straw

e) it might be painted on a nursery wall

f) as a child at a dream

g) hurrying enraged through prison darkness

h) on a short fierce fuse

i) there's no cage to him /

j) More than to the visionary his cell

k) His stride is wildernesses of freedom

l) The world rolls under the long thrust of his heel

m) Over the cage floor the horizons come

5
Write a paragraph saying:

· what you think the writer is saying about zoos

· what his feelings are about the jaguar

· what you like and dislike about the poem

Extension work

· Draw a picture of an antelope being eaten by a Jaguar

· Write a poem about a hedgehog with sore feet

· Put on a charity concert to raise money to free all the animals of the world from zoos

· Don’t do this extension work

