Katy Ball and Gary Wilson, Don’t Stagn8 Innov8, Kirklees School Effectiveness Service, £25

You used to be able to spot the different generations in a staffroom by their dress code. The old-timers would wear jackets and trousers; the rookies were in suits. Now it’s according to their language. Does anyone over forty say “cool” without pangs of self-consciousness?

Thiss small pamphlet, Don’t Stagn8 Innov8, si clearly aimed at a text-messaging generation. It is a slightly over-earnest attempt to “promote student ownership and empower the student voice”. Hence the trendy title.

Some readers may find that this style gr8s a little. Whilst I didn’t exactly h8 it, I did find the relentless attempt to engage with students in (supposedly) their language rather desper8. 

It’s a colour booklet of resources to make school council seem fashionable and worth belonging to. There are posters inviting students to join in the deb8. (I suspect you’ve got the idea, so I’ll revert to standard English); a guide to how running a meeting; the inevitable “top tips”, and lots of talk about how “cool” it is to be involved and to achieve.

Based around a student survey of school rewards, the resource takes students through the entire process of establishing and running a consultation group through to putting plans into practice. What’s good about all of this is that it doesn't perpectuate the view that school councils exist endlessly to debate uniform and the state of the toilets. It represents a cleverly thought-out programme of how the results from the questionnaire might be used. Also included is a CD of resources. 

My reservations about the style aside, this is a useful resource for KS2 and KS3 students. Although somewhat expensive, it’s certainly something to contempl8. 

Geoff Barton is headteacher at King Edward VI School, Suffolk.

