Homework by Victoria Kidwell, Getting Promoted by Tom Miller,  Getting Organised by Angela Thody and Derek Bowden, Classmates series, Continuum, £4.99; Behaviour Management Pocketbook, Management Pocketbooks Ltd, £5.99

Teachers’ time for reading seems ever shorter, so there’s a plethora of little books available these days. Continuum’s Classmates series is a welcome and accessible series, only marred by its occasional unevenness. The authors have been encouraged, I imagine, to write using their own voice. At its best this creates an engaging, friendly tone; at its weakest it is jaunty, intrusive and offputting. Getting Organised gets it just right. 

If I had been commissioning a book of advice for teachers on how better to organise their lives (in and out of school), I’m not sure I’d have turned to two university-based academics. What can they tell us? In fact, they take a detached view of the teacher’s role that helps us to evaluate the way we organise ourselves, the meetings we attend, plus strategies for stress management. It also gets the tone right – friendly but not avuncular.

Victoria Kidwell’s Homework gets the tone just wrong, spending far too much time telling us why homework is a dubious exercise. It’s too much a cut-and-paste collection of bullet-point checklists, but there’s some useful advice and it’s the tone rather than the content that is irksome.

Tom Miller takes a gamble in Getting Promoted, using David Brent from The Office for epigraphs (“Think squirrels. Think nuts”). Again, the jaunty tone isn’t always helpful, but the advice is generally sound, with practical guidance on CVs, interview techniques and taking up a new post.

The Teachers’ Pocketbook series continues to grow, and based on Behaviour Management remains an outstanding quick-reference source for busy teachers. Here’s a distillation of practical and philosophically-sound guidance on effective discipline. It includes advice on avoiding confrontations, giving students choices (probably the main weapon in our armoury), and using language appropriately. I think it’s a first-rate addition to an impressive series.
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