English and Media

Geoff Barton

When I started work as a ‘preacher of culture’ (Matthew Arnold’s memorable description of those of us teaching literature), I used to gently delude myself that I taught my students about the media. 

Every once in a while I’d pull up at a newsagent in the suburb of Leeds where I was teaching, buy a broadsheet and a tabloid paper and – wa-hay! – there was another media lesson ready to be dished up. Compare the way the Sun/Mirror/Star and Times/Independent/Guardian/Telegraph present this story …

This was solid media territory, part of an honourable tradition of English teaching which was especially highlighted byt Leavis and Thompson in XXX in XXXXXX 

An emphasis on the media isn’t new for English teachers. It’s been a healthy part of the tradition for us ‘preachers of culture’ (Matthew Arnold’s phrase) since FR Leavis raised the status of English in universities and schools in the 1950s.

My former tutor Margaret Mathieson dug out the phrase ‘preachers of culture’ and applied it to her history of English teaching. 
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